
US Bases in Australia....
                  Counting the cost

Public Forum
•	‘What would “armed neutrality” 

mean for Australia?’ 
  Dr Peter Stanley - Chief Historian,  
National Museum Australia 

•	‘US Bases in Australia - where, 
what, when?’ 
  Felicity Hill - Former Director UN WILPF

•	MC:  Ron Monaghan 
  QCU General Secretary

Friday 1st June
Abel Smith Theatre
University of Qld
6:00pm for 6:30pm

Our own Australian future - the 
gains which Australian workers 
have made over the past 100 years 
- is under threat...
•	 Our Government allows fully 

operational bases for US forces 
and aircraft in Australia

as a result we are drawn inevitably 
into a New Cold War between US 
and China

•	 Our Government signs trade 
deals	(the	Trans	Pacific	Part-
nership) with the US..

as a result we lose control of  our 
health and education systems to big 
corporate multinationals

•	 the corporate power underlying 
globalisation exploits the ap-
palling conditions of  workers 
in SE Asia and China..

as a result workers in Australia are 
forced to compete with third world 
workers, rather than supporting and 
allying with them.

You can join with others in a campaign to
•	 build a broad public dialogue
•	 build links with workers in SE Asia
•	 change government policies on these 

issues.

see over page

Just Peace has decided to initiate a broad 
based campaign.  We are keen to involve 
social justice groups, trade unions, church-
es, peace and anti-war groups, and envi-
ronment, women’s, Indigenous peoples, 
social media and community groups. 
Our concerns are motivated by the poten-
tial for serious long term adverse conse-
quences for Australians as a result of the 
Federal Government agreement to host, 
facilitate, expand and intensify US mili-
tary bases around Australia.
We would like to:
•	 Build a grass roots public campaign 

around these aims
•	 Work towards a joint declaration or 

compact between the peoples and 
peoples movements of Australia and 
the Asian-Pacific countries detailing 
these aims

•	 Work towards changing Australian 
Government policies to take full ac-
count of these aims, around concrete 
issues of importance to the Australian 
people , specifically:

* Rescind the agreement to base US 
troops, aircraft and warships, and 
to expand Joint Training Facilities, 
on Australian soil

* Re-evaluation of ANZUS treaty 
* Major reductions of military 

spending to facilitate the funding 
and implementation of necessary 
social policies

* Re-evaluation of the proposed 
Trans Pacific Partnership Agree-
ment

* Re-evaluate the basis on which 
alliances are established and main-
tained with all foreign governments

We invite you to participate in this cam-
paign.  At present there is very little pub-
lic discussion of these issues.  It is only 
organising to broaden this dialogue can 
we achieve meaningful change.
In the words of famous song telling the 
story of the successful Gurindji struggle,
From little things, big things grow...

What do we want to achieve?
A genuine military and economic security for Australians, based on 
•	 Australian independence in economic, politicial , military and cultural affairs
•	 Mutual trust and understanding between the peoples of Australia and the 

Asia-Pacific region
•	 Relationships of real meaning and equality between the countries of the 

region.
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Former Liberal prime minister Malcolm Fraser says the new American marine 
“base” near Darwin is a mistake:
“We seem to believe that our security can be best assured if we do what we can to 
win brownie points with the US. This is a mistaken assumption.”

First it was US Marines in Darwin. Then it was 
proposals for more US Navy ships to operate out of 

the HMAS Stirling naval base in Fremantle — in-
cluding aircraft carriers and nuclear attack subma-
rines. Now it’s US surveillance drones in the Cocos 
Islands. America’s interest in Australia as a base for 
its south Asian and Indian Ocean operations appears 
to be growing…….

For more information, please phone  
Annette Brownlie on 0431 597 256

http://http://www.justpeaceqld.org/

