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WHICH WAY

The walon of the people whao
orpnied  the  Aquariss  Festival was
gsdeniably grand. Mo studemt body in
amstraiia had ever before attempted such
a vaat project. 11 involved armanging and
so-cadinaisng handreds of enlemaincom
a5d entertaimers, amd involved thousamnds
of dollen expenditare and it involwed
prowiding for thousands of studenis.

COmly four years before under ihe
puidance of Richerd Walsh, the Flrsi

prdinating all ibe vEROUS separate infes-
pulborad happenging inilo ane uni
wenity 44 one tme, In Canberra Robis
Lowe and oo, Bad set aboul creating the
modenl aliernative to the Adelnide Fest
pul of Amz with bég names like
Sculthorpe, Ronne Arnald and Kay Price
botstering the statas.

Bet in execubion something went
wreng. Swre, there were los of good
pboat Aguoerius but there was also
coafBet between the ofganisss
pariicipants. Bad vibeid were all
and e litier, the vandalism, the
ol the debate were indices of
feaival Mreaks, it was plain o
relating as » group,
thinks Back on the terrmble
which the participants
it & wonder that there was any
and poodwill st all, Mational
1 A Feattral Conpmed lisied
gripes ol food, accomumcd-
and gemersl rip offs. But
problem was deeper than
sinsciural deficiency in the
iban a series of peripheral
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hasic clash of expectaiions

orpanisers and the parn-
“whereas ibe csganizers plan-
Adelaide type festival, the
participants wented Woodstock, a pop
Posbival mma Bip capitslism, It was the
difference between bowrgeois culture and
oomnber culfume,

The organisers were pretty glib with
B word “counter culiure” im their pro-
molion bui in their deeds their colours

i

The fact of the counter culture is with
=. The social siresses of the Indo China
war, the obwicus but ~powerless-to-alter”
5;.._._ efils, comscription snd a host

olber issues Bave produced a profound
tiadfection within our society, and it is
profosnd. becamse the guestioning does
S0l %op M the realisation that war in
peactal and the Indo China war in part

:‘"' B immenal Finding the cause for

A mild. sfimul
drug, in il!,‘ll.l'l:rl':nfj;&n.

ADIARIWS

The resuli of this aliesation is what
the bourgeokies call the “dropout™. It iz a
farther indictment of bourgeols society
that it haz the division of intiders and
cutsiders of socety [ — why not a =Ry
&l hamanity all interaciing as & whole and
fisck the depersonalising abstractions of
national, mcial, cultural or what ever
boundariesTh but the obvious queston |s
never ggked. Drop owt (o where?

These esseniially highly moral people
who reject the boungeols value system
develop, more or less underground, life-
alyles that have their own valee systems,
They develop a web of contacts with
people of similar life sivles and all over
one finds owiposts of freedom  with
groups of peopls experimenting with new
styles of living that will do away with the
violemce that kills Vietnamese and pod-
soms our (oo and air.

Occasionally they come together and
discover the strength of their feeling (and
thif waa (he significance of Woodsiocok).
After that they feel they need to come
lagether to work oul after social siyies on
® larger scale. This is counter culture,

Was this a good description of Cam-
berra participants? OFf course the
particular social sonsciousness was nof
verbalised in the way | have done, but the
foeling was there., Consider the papular
demand {or seif criticiam of the organisers
al & enass mesling. Coasider the free fo0d
phepomena and the Robin Hooding of
the funds. Fecall the s2if conscious milit-
ancy with which bulldings and theatres
were lberated of thedr petty authoritarian
ralet. And most of &l comsider the
demoasirations.

The demonstralions were mot solared
phennmena, but a6 intricale part of the
cigliural seene. The bourgeois press missed
this point bat there wes no debate and Bo
oppodtea (9 the demonstratvons. There
wus very [little agreement on or debate
aboui obgecte. Yot some 2000 mamed up
and had a Day of Hage, & demo withnuot &
:p:u.'l.l'n.' obect, v which the pags walh
batons [lathng chased the students back

to their samctuary, Some 187 of our *

“cream of the matbon's youth™, our ““lea-
ders of lomomow™ were busted amd o
contempliuous were they of the law, they
smoked dope in the oells amd spray-
painted slogans on the walls.

The counter culture feeling was there
sure emough bual 5 was thwaned by the
phyiscal comstrainis of the Agquariug Ong-
anising. Eating pies on the min @8 £hit and
peaple give ghir as a sesull. And geparsting
of the tents froen the entertainment by
five miles iz ke bourgesis sarberbian
planning where art and “living™" are con-
sidered as separnie compartmentalised
functions which must not be confused for
fear of interfering with that cther Bolated
function, work. Bul so mech (or ihe
ETPINg

The fact iz that the Ars Festival has
made & huge losx and in the process wpsel
the corporations who provided the capital
and the university sdmimistration who
provided the facilities. What happens
FiTak.

The Canberrs Times editonsl on the
last day was probably right when it spake
ghout the “Evening of Aguarius™, Arts
{espivals Mke Canherma will never happen
pgain and not o much because they wre
fimancial disasiers and atiract the “"wWrong
types” wha don't respect amiversity and
mumnicipal by laws, maore because studenis
will mot let the orpandsers gel awsy with
those worts of mstakes again [BEre 15
too muach F':'\-'.;!:. sl consciousness to tal-
erate @ repealed ineplilude and author-
pariantam in Festival odga nisst aan

Bust i it & question of wibhEr Aquariss,
but whither Aguarias. Whal then i3 the
aliernative?

The answer seems JuEELE clear. 1T what
was wrong with Canberra was (Ge abience
of the “pop festival* approach then ditch
the ‘Adelaide Bourpenis concepl &nd go
all oaf for a total SoaEier cualtural Bap
PEnAng.

Here afe some ideas (hat have come up
from disciusssen with friends like lohnmie

Allem from Macguarie and others
*  Eelect a sife nol 3t & University, but
sway from it all in the coumtry. 1n Spring
O 81 ETL AT h:. the sea, B @iver of lake, BY

iwolating the festival from the canflicting

Pieture: & mered oo,

nciely one gets the emergice directed
inward isstead of owtward in the form of
demonsiraling. [Demonstrations are not
being condemned here, rather It B pro-
posed that am arte festival should be ased
5 AR oppomunily o explore the altern-
ative stvies of living The proof of the
poditics is in the Life stvle.

® Make it sn owtdopr sceme, with et
theatre, open alr cipems and, of coure,
open mir rock. Wih o doom or seals
e can Be mo hassle with tickeis within
thie lextival.

* Comcentrale on those arts which do
ndd requing clabomate props andjor cam
offer more participation., This nof osly
Vel O eXpinidd bul Eoopd il smple and
back with the people.

s Ged grchifeciore stedenis mvalved in
degigning the wile and ilts fecilites as they
did at their recent symposium im MNew
Fealend. This should be sn essentinl part
of the art of the festival, Gesdesic domies
for Hght shows and work shops, and
cardboard padnted prefab sirectures for
sleeping. From thess onit stractures gro-
ups of people ocounld sef ap their own
opmmmuness end paant (hem

" Thank, plin and promaode ecolopy.

®* Provide focd bBoih im the foem of
pocenes for epomiameouily formed gr
oups (o do their own communal cooiking
mnd cafeterin style with simple cheap
glaples — Brows rice, lentil bean stews,
fruit edc. Allow people who consider Tosod
preparation an arl, &g, the macrobiotic
people, (o @l wp [Fee SETVICER

*  Keep alcohol out by not providing it
ol all. Beer brains have beén Bored i all
festivals

® Work out the commEnily bErvices
and orgenissfions om an  experimenial
co~operative besis, Fncoursge mons-inst il
utionalised religioas groaps (o oome, SEL
up altermative medical services with yo-
upg bead volentest modicos. Sfant ap
child minding centres where non mind
facking sdocaibon cam bBe poowded with
thestre and paintimg work shops for all
Bust the childiaduli barriers and have
people redizcovering the world through
FMIME E¥Es

*  Publicise it az & todal cultaral happ-
ening and win afiention from the medis
with far ouit proposals for the commumdty
services, Conslder the medical services,
nNiarsery, sowerage Svstem, e miérnal
media or whetever 55 am exerche in
imepinsfion and turn people on with the
paatemtial

*  Organise like crary and then when it
starta et b happen withoul holding i
back oF farcing it

This is obvioosly a sketchy proposal
bui the sssence of i B Aguarius &5 the
eipermendal allernale soceely ol
cultare. If you have any further ideas
WTIlE ¥OUr 0w SOENarios,

It was sugpcsted carlier that this direct-
ion may be the only path open  for
University Arts Festivals because of the
fosces acting from within and withowt
Aguaniss and s followess.

But | want to finish with a plea The
history of pop (egbivaly in Aagirells has
been 8 and one. They were rapsd Trom the
beginning by hip capitalists and trivialised
by such ego tripping turds as Adrian
Fawlins, The Institoficnalised Methodist
Church wia Alan Walker complete with
walk socks, shorts and parents vigilamiee
commitiees have had & hesh &0 using pop
a8 bait for their slienated hot Eovipae]
wosld wew. Festivals recently entered a
new phase with the Deep Purple/Fres
tour being miten over by Sydney's under-
world. Al every turn the counier culiure
i@ comfronted , by an all sceommodaling
bourgeoit ethos that would superficially
scoept then warp ils wabess 1o fit its
monsy grabbing materalism,

I'he national student organmation B one
of the few bodies that both is big enough
to hendle the organisation snd could keep
the prafit motive af bay ong rnuutﬁ T3]
Eve such a cultural expeanment a chande.

But more tham that, the universities
have sccess o talemt — even im thess
alismatimp tignes — thal ¢ould Some wp
with #deas o make smch a schemse, a
wiwkable and interesting experiment in
Eving.

The guestiom *“How ghall we kve®*
confromis uwa all with & soul seerning
urgen<y. It is plain that established cul-
ture does not have any snswers, for it
seema obhiesned wilh [he convense ues-
iom “How shall = 4T,

Aguariud a3 otal experimental culture
thom i3 mod jusl an altermative — it is & real
seed for us all

GHAEME DUNSTAMN,




